
 
Iowa County 

Recorders  
Association

Contact Your Local 
COUNTY RECORDER

Our  
SERVICES

Vital Records
Birth, Death & Marriage Records 

Marriage Licenses

ATV, Boat &  
Snowmobile Registration

Military Records 

Hunting & Fishing Licenses  
Service Provided by Select Counties

Passports 
Service Provided by Select Counties

Real Estate Records

ESS  
COMMITTEES

ICRA 
COMMITTEES

The Iowa County Recorders Association has 
several committees in place to assist with 
various aspects of the association: 

• Vital Records Committee
• DNR Liaison Committee 
• Certification Committee
• Records Retention Manual Committee
• Recorders Manual Committee

In addition to serving on committees for the Iowa 
County Recorders Association, county recorders 
also serve on various committees relating to the 
Electronic Services System (ESS), also known 
as Iowa Land Records. The committees and 
subcommittees make a variety of decisions in 
relation to the state-wide land records system. Iowa 
county recorders are represented on the following 
ESS committees and subcommittees:

• ESS Coordinating Committee
• ESS Finance Subcommittee
• ESS Standards Subcommittee
• ESS Marketing and Communications 

Subcommittee



Iowa Land Records  
A STATEWIDE SYSTEM

The Office of  
COUNTY RECORDER

Iowa’s 
ECONOMIC SYSTEM

Recorder 
Responsibilities

The Office of County Recorder was created by the 
first Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Iowa 
in 1839. The basic duty of a county recorder was to 
maintain official records of real estate documents in 
order to preserve property rights. Since 1839, county 
recorders have acquired more responsibilities, 
serving as Registrar of Vital Records, passport 
agents, and issuer of recreational vehicle 
registrations and hunting and fishing licenses. 

Recorders attend several annual meetings, 
trainings and conferences including spring and 
fall school with the Iowa State Association 
of Counties and the Iowa County Recorders 
Association summer school. 

These meetings include training with state 
departments and the Iowa Land Records team. 
Legislative, policy and recording standards are 
discussed in district meetings  and presented 
to the entire association at least twice a year.  
Software user meetings also meet regularly to 
discuss issues and recommend improvements.

Every parcel, building, and piece of property in 
Iowa is represented in a document that has been 
recorded in a county recorder’s office. These 
documents are a visable sign of a complex process 
that is foundational for the economy.  

Many transactions within a county depend on the 
process carried out in the office of the county 
recorder. On a daily basis, a county recorder 
assists at least four (4) state departments: The 
Iowa Secretary of State, Iowa Department of Public 
Health, Iowa Department of Revenue and Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources. Recorders that 
provide passport services work with a federal 
agency, the U.S. Department of State. 

Educational  
TRAININGS & MEETINGS

ICRA  
CERTIFICATION PROGRAM
In 2010 the Iowa County Recorders Association 
Executive Board appointed a task force to research 
and develop a formalized continuing education 
program to help county recorders and deputies 
more effectively fulfill their managerial duties and 
professional responsibilities.  

From this process, the Iowa County Recorders 
Association Certification Program was established. 
Designed as a two year program, it consists of 12 
core credit hours that must be earned to obtain 
certified recorder status or certified deputy status.  

Iowa Land Records and the Electronic Services 
System (ESS) emerged from SF453, an 
appropriations bill describing the purpose for 
ESS was to “implement electronic recording 
and electronic transactions in each county and 
developing a county and statewide internet website 
to provide electronic access to records and 
information.”  
 
Iowa Land Records was the first statewide land 
records and electronic submission system in the 
nation.

With the creation of the Iowa Land Records 
system, county recorders were able to integrate 
and maintain a state-wide database for county 
records that can be accessed 24/7, and while 
doing so, a disaster recovery system that all 
county recorders can access was created. Nearly 
22 million documents are accessible to the public 
through Iowa Land Records. 

Iowa Land Records is much more than just a 
website for researching real estate records. It is 
also the first statewide interface for electronic 
recording. Since 2007, Iowa County Recorders 
have recorded more than one million documents 
online. On average 56% of all documents are now 
electronically recorded. 

www.iowalandrecords.org 


