
 

 

 

 

 

Improving Access To Public Information  

Access to a Higher Volume of Records

There appear to be cases where legitimate organizations may 
need access to a higher volume of records. Some of them 
could benefit from access to an API (application programming 
interface). See the following pages for more information 
about APIs.

Iowa Land Records suggests that consideration be given 
to a policy change to allow for the “batch basis” transfer 
through an Iowa Land Records API (Application Programming 
Interface) in specific situation. Iowa Code section 331.601A 
defines “batch basis” as “the delivery of an accumulation of 
electronic documents or records recorded or maintained 
by the county recorder.” Since any “batch basis” transfer is 
currently prohibited under Iowa law, an amendment to the 
Code is required to enable this process.The following are a 
few cases where an API might make sense; 

There are currently more than 22 million records posted for 
public access at https://iowalandrecords.org/. Thousands of 
people search the database every month. A web browser
interface with a search application is perfect for individuals 
and companies who search for individual documents about 
specific real estate transactions. 

 
But if you are an organization with a business purpose that 
requires more than a few records, or if updated records are 
required daily, tasking a person to search for records through 
a browser is not very efficient. 

Transferring Groundwater Hazard Information to DNR
Transferring anonymous aggregated data

Transferring to Public Agencies  
Iowa Land Records seeks 
authorization to transfer 
Groundwater Hazard 
Statements to the Department 
of Natural Resources in batch 
format through an application 
programming interface (API).

Anonymous Aggregated Data 
Iowa Land Records seeks 
authorization to aggregate 
anonymous data about real 
estate transactions and to 
make it available through an 
application programming 
interface (API).



NEW WAYS TO USE DATA

Contact us for More Information

The authorization would be limited to certain types of users or uses which have a legitimate regulatory need 
or an appropriate and acceptable commercial use. 

The following are a few cases where an API might make sense:
 
Transferring data to other public agencies 
A possible example might be groundwater hazard statements. These documents are recorded daily, and they 
provide information about wells, storage tanks and other features on property that are of interest. An API 
could be created to allow for regular transfer of these records to the Department of Natural Resources in 
service to an important policy goal. The current prohibition of transfers on a “batch basis” would prevent this 
from being implemented. 

Transferring anonymous aggregated data 
Government and private organizations might be interested in aggregated market data about real estate 
transactions. The information could be aggregated and summarized for a county or region. Information about 
individual transactions or the parties to those transaction would be anonymous. Looking at public records 
information in this way could help answer questions like “How many real estate mortgages were closed in SE 
Iowa for the second quarter of 2022?” An API could be created to allow for regular access to the aggregated 
anonymous data. Depending on the format of the aggregated data, the current prohibition of transfers on a 
“batch basis” might prevent this from being implemented.

Because it requires resources to develop a system for batch transfer through an API, a service or access fee 
is justified. It seems prudent that explicit support from stakeholders and action by the legislature would be 
appropriate.
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