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ABOUT RECORDERS

The office of County Recorder was created by
the first Legislative Assembly of the Territory
of lowa in 1839. The basic duty of a county
recorder was to maintain official records of
real estate documents in order to preserve
property rights. Over time, county recorders
acquired more responsibilities, serving as
Registrar of Vital Records, passport agents,
issuer of recreational vehicle registrations
and titles. Hunting and fishing licenses are
also managed by recorders in some counties.

Did you know many county recorders work
with multiple departments daily?
* |owa Secretary of State
¢ lowa Department of Health & Human
Services
e lowa Department of Revenue
* lowa Department of Natural Resources
e U.S. Department of State

—>#® I10WA ECONOMICS

Every parcel, building, and piece of property
in lowa is represented in a document that
has been recorded in a county recorder’s
office. These documents are a visible sign of
a complex process that is foundational

for the economy.

RECORDER SERVICES

‘ REAL ESTATE RECORDS

VITAL RECORDS
Birth, Death & Marriage Records I C R j_

MARRIAGE
LICENSES

ATV, Boat, Snowmobile, ORM, ORV

MILITARY
RECORDS

OTHER SERVICES MAY VARY
* Hunting & Fishing Licenses

* Passport Application & Photos
FIND YOUR LOCAL

COUNTY RECORDER
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é TITLE & REGISTRATIONS
z
®

IOWA COUNTY
RECORDERS
ASSOCIATION

WANT TO FIND MORE
COUNTY RECORDERS?

SCAN THIS CODE! ~—>
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CERTIFICATIONS

n 2010, the lowa County Recorders
Association Executive Board appointed a
ask force to research and develop a
ormalized continuing education program.
These informational seminars help county
recorders and deputies more effectively
fulfill their managerial duties and
professional responsibilities.

Designed as a two-year program, the lowa
County Recorders Association Certification
Program consists of 12 core credit hours
hat must be earned to obtain certified
recorder status or certified deputy status.

TRAINING

n addition to the certification program,
recorders attend several meetings and
conferences planned by the lowa State
Association of Counties, lowa County
Recorders Association and lowa Land
Records. District meetings are also held
for recorders to collaborate and strategize
with their colleagues in smaller working
groups. These groups discuss and review
egislative issues, policy, recording
standards, and procedural changes.

Recorders also attend software user
group meetings to help solve issues and
recommend improvements.

ICRA COMMITTEES

The lowa County Recorders Association
has several committees in place to assist
with various aspects of the association:

¢ Vital Records Committee

e DNR Liaison Committee

e Certification Committee

e Records Retention Manual Committee
e Recorders Manual Committee

¢ Policy Committee

e District Committee

ESS COMMITTEES

(IOWA LAND RECORDS)

County recorders also serve on various
committees relating to the Electronic
Services System (ESS), also known as lowa
Land Records. The committees and
subcommittees make decisions in relation
to the state-wide land records system.

lowa county recorders are represented on:

e ESS Coordinating Committee

e ESS Finance Subcommittee

e ESS Standards Subcommittee

e ESS Communications Subcommittee

| enjoy being an active member
of the lowa County Recorders
Association because it allows me
to build relationships with fellow
county recorders and gain more
knowledge to better serve my
customers and community.

Samantha Boothby

Cherokee County Recorder

IOWA :/—
LAND RECORDS

AND ELECTRONIC SERVICES SYSTEM

Did you know that lowa was one of the first
states to implement a statewide digital
system for land records? All 99 lowa
counties have participated in the lowa
Land Records system since it was created
in 2007 from an lowa bill, SF453, to
“implement electronic recording and
electronic transactions in each county and
develop a county and statewide internet
website to provide electronic access to
records and information.”

lowa Land Records is an easy-to-use online
database that allows users to search for
and submit real estate documents for
recording. The online database is
maintained by county recorders and the
associated organization, Electronic Services
System.

In 2022, 60% of all land records in lowa
were recorded electronically. More than 23
million documents are available for
businesses and individuals to search.

= Search

LAND RECORDS

lowa Land Records
Search. Submit. Succeed

taN





 


FIRST LAST NAME


 


YOUR COUNTY


 


 


Street, Suite #


 


City, IA 51012


 


 


(555) 123


-


4567


 


recorder@county.gov


 




 

FIRST LAST NAME   YOUR COUNTY     Street, Suite #   City, IA 51012     (555) 123 - 4567   recorder@county.gov  

