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WHAT IS IOWA LAND RECORDS?
A statewide system for public access and
electronic real estate recording
Iowa Land Records (ILR) is one of the first statewide recording systems,
providing access to over 24 million real estate and legal documents from all 
99 Iowa counties. While the majority of users access the Search application to 
view public real estate records online, verified organizations also utilize ILR's 
E-Submission services to submit real estate documents electronically.

Created and governed by
Iowa’s County Recorders, 

not a private company.

Publicly Managed
One system for all Iowa 

property and land
records.

All 99 Counties
Personally Identifiable

Information (PII) is removed
from records posted online.

Identity Safeguards
Access over 24 million

documents online, at no
cost to the public.

Free to Search

ACTIVE USERS BY INDUSTRY  
This chart shows all active Iowa Land Records users, including those
with business or individual accounts with Search access. All users
currently have Search enabled. Over 8,600 of these users are also
authorized and verified for E-Submission services. ESS staff and County
Recorder administrators are also included. Data pulled March 2025.

12,945

ACTIVE USERS 

Iowa Land Records (ILR) is the brand name for the statewide system providing land record search and electronic
recording services. Electronic Services System (ESS) does business as “Iowa Land Records.”

ILR / ESS undergoes an annual audit that is filed with the State of Iowa Auditor and is subject to review.

ILR participation in national standards organizations, like PRIA and MISMO, helps Iowa stay aligned with national
best practices.

ILR provides an API to other entities, which enables them to submit documents electronically. 
ILR also facilitates participation in electronic recording by national recording companies like Simplifile and
CSC. They are not charged an access fee. 
ILR works with other government offices, such as the Iowa Department of Revenue, by facilitating an API that
enables the department to directly submit liens and lien releases electronically.

As new technologies emerge, ILR continues to evolve with updated security, cloud-based infrastructure, data
backups and improved user experiences.

QUICK FACTS

WHO USES ILR?

INDIVIDUALS & ORGANIZATIONS
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GOVERNING COMMITTEES OF ILR

$3 $1

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?
4.9%

OTHER PROFESSIONAL 
FEES

$664,000

$238,000

$233,000

$221,000

$183,000

$84,000

$52,000

$46,000

STAFF (FULL AND PART-TIME)

TECH PROFESSIONAL FEES

TECH EQUIPMENT & SOFTWARE

MERCHANT PAYMENT & BANK FEES

LAND RECORD MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FEES

OTHER PROFESSIONAL FEES

OPERATIONS, OUTREACH, GOVERNANCE

CYBERSECURITY, E&O, LIABILITY INSURANCE

The main operational costs for ESS & ILR are shown
in the table below and illustrated in the chart to the
right. Costs are rounded and from the 2025 budget.

IOWA LAND RECORDS FINANCES

4 Full Time Staff (developers, accounting & support)
2 Part Time Staff (communications and support)
Contractors (software, project management)
1 Full Time Staff Vacancy

THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE ILR SYSTEM

ESS COORDINATING COMMITTEE (meets quarterly)
STANDARDS SUBCOMMITTEE (meets quarterly)
FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE (meets monthly)

Meetings are open to the public. 

The Electronic Services System also provides
a point-of-sale payment system to participating
counties, allowing customers to pay for local
services with their credit or debit cards. This
system is estimated to generate income of
about $131,000.00 in 2025. The majority of
this income is used to pay merchant fees
charged by VISA/ Mastercard and other
payment gateway vendors.

Total income for Iowa Land Records is
estimated to be $1,766,000.00 in 2025.

*Iowa Land Records operates on a calendar year.

INCOME SOURCE

$3 per document
filing fee applied to

electronic docs

$1 per document
recording fee applied
to all recorded docs

Estimated in 2025
= $1,000,000

Estimated in 2025
= $500,000

Scan the QR code to view
upcoming meeting dates on the

Iowa Land Records website.

38.6%
STAFF

13.8%
TECH 

PROFESSIONAL
FEES

13.5%
TECH 

EQUIPMENT 
& SOFTWARE

12.8%
MERCHANT

PAYMENT & BANK
FEES

10.6%
RECORD

MANAGEMENT
SYSTEM FEES

3%
OPERATIONS, OUTREACH,

GOVERNANCE 2.7%
CYBERSECURITY, E&O, 
LIABILITY INSURANCE

EXPENSES                                                                               COSTS

published 6.18.2025




